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QUICK LINKS — Rotating “quick 
links” to high interest content. 

User Tips & Hints — A link is located at the bottom of every webpage for 

information about the design and where to find content more quickly. 

NAVIGATION TOOLS: 
TOP-LEVEL/MAIN TOPICS — Everything on the VDOE 
website resides within one of these main topics. This menu 
is found on every webpage on the site. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

NAVIGATION TOOLS: 
BREADCRUMB MENU — From any 
page on the site, users can trace 
the topic path that led to the 
current page. 

The topic currently in use is 
highlighted with a black 
background to provide visual 
context for users. 

The titles of pages include links to the 
introductory page for the top-level/main 
topic that houses the page. These links 
are repeated at the top right-hand 
subtopic menu.  

NATIVATION TOOLS: 
PAGE and SUBTOPIC TITLES — 
All webpages have a main title that 
is formatted the same way 
throughout the site 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

NAVIGATION TOOLS: 
TOPIC MENU — Every top-level/main topic has a menu of subtopics. 
Some subtopics have their own unique menus. 

Right-hand menus include: 

 Subtopics 

 Specific and important resources (blue 
background) 

 Links to related content residing in other 
sections of the site (beige background) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

NAVIGATION TOOLS: 
SUBTOPIC MENU — This subtopic menu was 
created specifically for the Lessons from the Bay 
project. Even though it is part of the top-level/main 
topic of Instruction, as well as Science, it needs its 
own subtopic menu. 

The Lessons from the Bay menu 
appears under links to the 
overarching top-level/main topic 
and subtopic as noted in the gray 
bars and matches the 
breadcrumbs. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGE OWNERSHIP & CONTACT INFORMATION — This location on almost 
every page of the site is used to provide links for users to find out the 
division or office that is responsible for the content on the page, more about 
the division/office and a link to the staff directory. 
 
Consistent placement of this information throughout the site assures users 

that they can quickly access appropriate department staff. 

SEARCH BOXES — Each webpage includes a search box for 
information available on either the Virginia Department of Education 
website or on any of the many Commonwealth of Virginia websites. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

NAVIGATION TOOLS: 
PAGE MENUS — When the content of a page is lengthy or 
contains a number of subheads, a menu just for the page 
available to aid users in quickly jumping down the page to 
the specific subhead. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS — 
When it is important for users to 
be made aware of new or updated 
information, deadlines or 
important requirements, a blue-
background box alerts users and 
points to the related content. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
— A green-shaded box is used 
when an announcement involves 
a professional development 
opportunity for educators. 


